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Leading international environmental charity announces global finalists for UN-backed community awards
A record number of towns and cities across the globe have reached the finals of the 2010 International Awards for Liveable Communities (LivCom), the UN-backed global scheme to reward environmental progress in civic life.

Against a backdrop of the tough global economic climate, organisers say that there has been renewed interest in sharing best practice on ways that improve living standards from healthy lifestyles to enhancement of the landscape – a major goal of the awards.
The selection of 48 towns and cities, 34 Sustainable Projects and 14 Bursary Award applications has been made after an initial round of judging over the past month.  These go forward to the finals being hosted by Chicago, USA ( 4th to 8th November).  
Highlighting the global nature of the challenges being faced in town and city halls, finalists this year include nominations for the first time from the Republic of Moldova. Puerto Rico and the Ukraine.

Previous success stories include a project to “green” Johannesburg with a million trees which won a LivCom Award ahead of South Africa’s World Cup football bid.

Submissions cover a range of key areas such as healthy lifestyles, lifelong learning, local transportation and communication issues, urban planning, environmental engineering, heritage management, community safety and security, economic development, and  community sustainability.

Alan Smith, chief executive of LivCom said: “One of the most striking things about bringing experts in the field together from different cultures and countries is that the problems they face are all very similar. LivCom is not only about celebrating endeavour and achievement in this field it is also about sharing best practise – a critical element at this juncture and one that since the development of the awards has undoubtedly contributed towards improving the quality of life for citizens in a whole variety of communities.”
LivCom Awards are made in three categories covering Whole Cities, Sustainable Projects and a Bursary Award. In 2009, there were there were more than 280 entries and the finalists included 23 project finalists, 28 whole community award contenders and four finalists bidding for the Bursary Award. More than 50 countries were represented. 


LivCom is non-political, embracing all nations and cultures, and over 50 countries are represented within the Awards. The LivCom Awards are the only forum in which International best practice may be observed and developed, and participation in the Awards is an investment in the future of a community.  Observers are welcome to attend.  For details please contact LivCom Head Office on info@livcomawareds.org
ENDS

The International Awards for Liveable Communities (The LivCom Awards) was launched in 1997 and is endorsed by the United Nations Environment Programme, with which it partners an MoU.

The 2010 finals will be in Chicago, USA 4th to 8th November. 

Communities/Projects/Bursary Award Entries invited to participate in the 2010 LivCom Award Finals.

Please note that there are a number of Community and Project entries that are still under consideration by the Judges and may be added to the following list.

Category A – Population up to 20,000

Chautauqua Institution, New York, USA

Chetwynd, BC, Canada

Emly, Ireland

Haapsalu Municipality, Estonia

Kuressaare, Estonia

City of Plyos, Russia

City of Pushchino, Russia

Trim, Ireland











Category B – Population 20,001 – 75,000

City of Annapolis, USA

Town of Breclav, Czech Republic

Town of Chrudim, Czech Republic

City of Dubuque, USA

City of Fredericton, Canada

City of Highland Park, USA

Town of Mikolow, Poland

Municipal Authorities of Mlada Boleslav, Czech Republic

Ostrow Wielkopolski, Poland

City of Porirua, New Zealand

St Cloud, USA



Tabor, Czech Republic



Category C – Population 75,001 – 150,000

City of Caguas, Puerto Rico

City of Norwich, England

Village of Schaumburg, USA

South East County, Gran Canaria, Spain

County Wicklow, Ireland


Category D – Population 150,001 – 400,000


Dongcheng District, Beijing, China

City of Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine

City of Miami Beach, USA

Odense Municipality, Denmark

City of Riverside, USA

Suncheon City, South Korea

Tallahassee, USA

Category E – Population over 400,000

Al Ain, UAE

Changwon City, South Korea

Changzhou City, China

Curitiba, Brazil

Iloilo, Philippines

Medellin City, Colombia

Portland Metropolitan Region, USA


Wuxing, China


Environmentally Sustainable Projects:

City of Annapolis, USA:  Acton’s Landing

Chetwynd, BC, Canada:  Windmill Project

Chrudim, Czech Republic:  Revitalisation of a Mill Run – 


Chrudim’s  Blue Access 

Curitiba, Brazil:  Curitiba Biocity

Dolna, Republic of Moldova:  Moldovan Network of Rural 


Volunteering  Centers for Water

Durham County Council, England:  Durham Peninsula Castle 


& Cathedral World heritage Site – Conserving the Past – 


Developing for a Sustainable Future

Ekurhuleni, South Africa:  Basa Nje ngo Magogo

Fredericton, Canada:  Green Matters 

Fredericton, Canada:  Green Shops

Haapsalu, Estonia:  Reconstruction and Renovation of the 


Haapsalu Promenade

Iloilo, Philippines:  Iloilo River Development Project

Johannesburg, South Africa:  Bridging the Green Divide

Kobe, Japan:  Garden City Maitamon, Mitsuike Project in 


Kobe

Montreal, Canada:  Montreal’s First Strategic Plan for 


Sustainable Development

Odense, Denmark:  Seatrout Funen

Porirua, New Zealand:  Village Planning Programme

City of Pushchino, Russia:  Creating Emerald Island

Schaumburg, USA:  Quindei Ave Parking Lot Project

Schwalm-Eider-Kries, Germany:  New Ways with Energy

Seongdong-Gu, Seoul, Korea:  Hangang Renaissance Project

South East County, Gran Canaria:  Strategic Planning of the 


Municipality of Santia Lucia de Tirajana

South East County, Gran Canaria:  Arts, Culture and Heritage 


in Ingenio

South East County, Gran Canaria:  Enhancement of the 


Natural and Built Environment of Aguimes

South East County, Gran Canaria:  Healthy Lifestyles

South East County, Gran Canaria:  Environmentally 


Sustainable Practices

South East County, Gran Canaria:  Participation and 


Community Empowerment

Vancouver, Canada:  Southeast False Creek

Westchester, USA:  Liveable Communities:  A Vision for Ages:  


Bringing People and Places Together

County Wicklow, Ireland:  East Coast Nature Reserve – 
Newcastle, Co. Wicklow

Bursary Award Projects:

Ekurhuleni, South Africa:  Ekurhuleni Youth Environment 


(EYE) Programme

Fredericton, Canada:  Green Matters Certified

Iloilo, Philippines:  Wastepickers Livlihood Training 


Programme

Iliolo, Philippines:  Community-based Water & Sanitation 


System

Iloilo, Philippines:  Community-based Disaster Preparedness

 Planning

Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine:  Safe & Friendly Urban Environment for Future Generations

City of Norwich, England:  Heavenly Gardens

City of Plyos, Russia:  Ecoplyos – Zero Waste

Porirua, New Zealand:  Waitangirua Park Project

City of Pushchino, Russia:  Emerald Island

Schaumburg, USA: Olde Schaumburg Centre Streetscape 


Enhancement

Tabor, Czech Republic:  Pintovka Revives


Trim, Ireland:  Heritage Street Improvement





County Wicklow, Ireland:  Outdoor Classroom:  Interacting 


with Nature at the East Coast Nature Reserve
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