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Special award: Medellin, Colombia

“This year the Judges listened to a very strong and passionate presentation from a community that has faced enormous challenges and has started to overcome difficulties that potentially could affect all of us around the world.

“This community has had the courage to face these difficulties and has broken down the barriers to change and improvement.  A new liveable city has emerged.  The presenters used the image of a phoenix rising from the ashes, and the Judges wanted to encourage and support that process through the LivCom Awards.

“LivCom is pleased to recognise the tremendous work being undertaken in this community in eradicating violence and corruption, spawned by the evil of the drug culture.”

Claudette Savaria, chair of judging panel, Canada

Planning for the Future Award: Portland, Oregon, USA
“Planning for the future can be complex, especially when you do not have direct control but have to coordinate the planning of several cities and counties together.

As communities, we seldom think of planning beyond our own realm.  The magic happens when we have to create visionary plans on a grander scale that involves blending the ambitions of entities that are planning agencies in their own right.  The vision of the commissioners of this entity has done just that, creating a long term view for their region that is inspiring and uplifting in its vision.  They have been planning for what they describe as the greatest place.”
Rob Small, judge, New Zealand
Enhancement of the Landscape Award: Odense, Denmark
“This community’s attitude and approach towards its green spaces is exemplary and it is truly a world leader in its field.”
Claudette Savaria, judge, Canada
Environmentally Sensitive Practices Award: Wuxi, China
“This community has worked hard to achieve an holistic approach to protecting and enhancing its environment.  

Successes include greenhouse gas mitigation and emission control, noise and light pollution reduction, water cleansing, energy conservation and the reduction and reuse of waste products.  Tax incentives, new for old subsidies and strongest legislation from a strong Government have all helped to make substantial progress.”
Steve Palframan, judge, United Kingdom
Heritage Management Award: Dongcheng, China
“Heritage is a gift passed from generation to generation.  By just taking that for granted it can become vague, or even disappear.  Many communities are left with heritage islands somewhere in their community, excluded from everyday life, not being important any more.

“Luckily, examples can show that the opposite is possible.  Heritage can be a world tourist attraction.  A pride icon of a nation, it can be preserved from the often short term changes in our communities.  It can be a centre for heritage on any level of our local or regional communities.  It can embrace any aspect of our culture, be it buildings, languages, music, poetry, way of life, health – you name it, it can be cherished.

“For the range of culturally linked heritage, the level of maintenance and efforts to keeping it alive by passing it to future generations, the award rightly goes to the Dongcheng District of Beijing.”
Gabe de Buysier, judge, Belgium
Community Sustainability Award: Porirua, New Zealand
“A truly inclusive community organisation is one that gives its citizens a sense that they belong in that place, a place where they are comfortable that they have a voice that can easily be heard.

“This community, which has a rich mix of cultures and a range of socio-economic circumstances, have forged powerful partnerships with businesses and special interest groups.  They have been recognised by the Prime \minister of their country as an outstanding community.”
Yoritaka Tashiro, judge, Japan

Healthy Lifestyle Award: Chrudim, Czech Republic
“The sign of a healthy Community is much more than one that has active citizens who exercise and diet.  This commonly held belief does not take into account all of the other factors that make up a comprehensive approach to Health and Wellbeing.

Dealing with a sense of safety, access to the basic necessities of life such as education, affordable housing, freedom from violence, and sense of pride and satisfaction with where you live are perhaps less tangible but equally important .

It is safe to say that the citizens of this town are healthy and proud of where they live.”
Krista Vilta, judge, Estonia
Category A: 
Emly, Ireland: “Emly demonstrated many fine examples of best practice in all six of the liveable community criteria. It was a well rounded and comprehensive assessment of their community’s commitment to continuous environmental and lifestyle improvements.”

Claudette Savaria, judge, Canada
Category B:

Chrudim, Czech Republic: “This community was a strong performer particularly in the criteria of enhancement of the landscape where it was notable for its preservation and protection of is natural areas and its well planned urban landscape It was also a community with a healthy lifestyle with strong programmes in community health and wellbeing services.”

Krista Vilta, judge, Estonia
Category C:

Norwich, UK: “Community participation is a real strength in this community with an array of community panels and very strong partnerships with not for profit partnerships. The practice of communication with the community through neighbourhood walkabouts was a good example and impressed the judging panel.”
Claudette Savaria, head of judging panel, Canada
Category D: 
Odense, Denmark: 
“This was a very balanced submission and presentation covering so many of the key aspects included within each of the liveable community criteria. This must be a good place to live, work and visit.”
Steve Palframan, UK
Category E: Wuxi, China
“Not surprisingly, this ancient Chinese city had an incredible range of heritage sites, landscapes and monuments. The value placed on these assets and their protection, coupled with preservation of their cultures through arts and culture, was simply superb Their townscape was also stunning with the preservation of ancient landscapes and the thoughtful design of new areas paramount.”
Claudette Savaria, head of judging panel, Canada
Projects:

Natural: Johannesburg, South Africa, Greening the City Legacy Project 
“The Greening the City Legacy Project seeks to balance the distribution of the urban forest throughout the entire city, bringing a green environment to the entire population of Johannesburg.”
Gus Stahlmann, head project judge, USA

Built: Vancouver South East False Creek, Canada
“An exciting LEEDs standard redevelopment project fast tracked to create a world-class environment for Olympic athletes, with future long-term opportunities for living, shopping, and working.” 
Gus Stahlmann, head project judge, USA

Socio economic: Porirua Village Plan

“This program engages and empowers residents in each sector of the city to develop and implement plans in their own way to reflect the distinct identity of each village. It is a groundbreaking partnership between the city council and the communities it serves.”
Gus Stahlmann, head project judge, USA

Special Project – Norwich Heavenly Gardens. This unique project preserves, renovates and protects important, ancient churchyards to create green spaces for community use and enjoyment. 

Gus Stahlmann, head project judge, USA

Bursary

Winner of the £10,000 bursary:

Ivano-Frankivsk , Ukraine – Safe and Friendly Urban Environment for Future Generations. 

The winner is a culture changing project which will incorporate video and educational materials to raise awareness among children of the need to sort waste and to respect the environment.  The children will help to  influence the behaviour of  their elders and contribute to improving their local environment and educating future generations.

Claudette Savaria, head of judging panel, Canada
