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Global finalists for International Liveable Communities Awards 2011 are named
Despite battling with the fallout from the tough economic conditions, a record number of communities from around the world have been named as finalists in the International Awards for Liveable Communities (LivCom), the UN-backed global awards scheme for civic environmental achievement.

Organisers say growing interest in sustainablity has sparked not only a record number of entries but has resulted in the highest number of finalists in the event’s 14 year history. 

Founder and chief executive Alan Smith said: “In these difficult times, local government collectively is taking the lead ahead of national government in developing best practice on ways to improve living standards from healthy lifestyles to enhancement of the landscape – a major benchmark of the awards. We are also seeing outstanding efforts being made by individuals committed to finding solutions for their communities.”
The selection of 60 towns and cities, 50 Sustainable Projects and 18 Bursary Award applications has been made after an initial round of judging over the past month.  These go forward to the finals being hosted by Songpa, Seoul, South Korea, 27-31 October 2011. 
Finalists this year reflect a wider geographic spread than ever before with first time appearances by communities from Turkey, Mozambique, Vietnam and Malaysia.

Previous success stories include a project to “green” Johannesburg with a million trees which won a LivCom Award ahead of South Africa’s World Cup football bid. Last year’s “winners” ranged from the tiny village of Emly in the Republic of Ireland to Wuxi in China and included a special award to Medellin City in Colombia for its achievements in tackling the city’s drug problems.
Submissions annually cover a range of key areas such as healthy lifestyles, lifelong learning, local transportation and communication issues, urban planning, environmental engineering, heritage management, community safety and security, economic development, and  community sustainability.

Alan Smith added: “One of the benefits of bringing experts in the field together from different cultures and countries is that the problems they face are all very similar. LivCom is not only about recognising achievement – more critically, it is about sharing best practice. I am proud that since the development of the awards the event has undoubtedly contributed towards improving the quality of life for people around the world.”
ENDS

Note to editors:

The International Awards for Liveable Communities (The LivCom Awards) was launched in 1997 and is endorsed by the United Nations Environment Programme, with which it partners an MoU.

LivCom is non-political, embracing all nations and cultures, and over 50 countries are represented within the Awards. LivCom Awards are made annually in three categories covering Whole Cities, Sustainable Projects and a Bursary Award. 
The LivCom Awards are the only forum in which International best practice may be observed and developed, and participation in the Awards is an investment in the future of a community.  Observers are welcome to attend.  

Please note that there are a number of Community and Project entries that are still under consideration by the Judges and may be added to the following list.
Whole city finalists 2011

Category A - Population up to 20,000
1. Gotarrendura, Castilla y Leon, Spain

2. Jinhwa, Taiwan, Republic of China

3. Nieuwpoort, Belgium

4. Sun Rivers Resort, Canada

5. Vorniceni, Moldova


Category B – Population 20,001 – 75,000

1. Anping District, Taiwan, Republic of China

2. Chrudim, Czech Republic

3. Dalongdong, Tapei, Republic of China

4. Danyang-gun, Korea

5. City of Greater Geraldton,  Australia

6. Hadong, Korea

7. Hagi City, Japan

8. Houbi District, Taiwan, Republic of China

9. Jihlava, Czech Republic

10. Kladno, Czech Republic

11. Mandurah, Australia

12. Pfaffenhofen an der Ilm, Germany

13. Seocheon County, Korea

14. Tabor, Czech Republic


15. Utena, Lithuania

16. Xinqiao Town, Jiangyin City, PR China

Category C – Population 75,001 – 150,000

1. Carmel, Indiana, USA

2. Namwon City, South Korea
3. North Charleston, South Carolina, USA

4. Rosario Municipality, Philippines

5. San Carlos City, Philippines

6. Sangju City, Korea

7. Santiago City, Philippines

8. Tongyeong City, Korea



9. Yang Pyeong-Gun, Korea


Category D – Population  150,001 – 400,000
1. Andong Municipality, Korea

2. Batangas, Philippines

3. Gunsan, Korea

4. Gwangsan-Gu, Gwangju, Korea

5. Hue City, Vietnam

6. Jincheng, China

7. Joondalup City, Australia

8. Kuantan Municipal Council, Malaysia

9. Nansha District, Guangzhou, China

10. Nilufer Municipality, Turkey

11. Paranaque City, Philippines

12. Seogwipo City, Korea

13. Siena Province, Italy

14. Taitung County, Taiwan, Republic of China


Category E – Population over 400,000

1. Bilbao Municipality, Spain

2. Bordeaux, France

3. Dagupan City, Philippines






4. Gangdong-gu, Korea

5. Greater Ankara Municipality, Turkey

6. Iloilo City, Philippines

7. Jeju City, Korea

8. Kumamoto City, Japan

9. Las Pinas City, Philippines

10. City of Lviv, Ukraine

11. Maputo, Mozambique


12. Nanjing, China





13. San Fernando City, Philippines





14. Seocho City, Korea

15. Seongbuk District, Seoul, Korea

16. Yilan County, Taiwan, Republic of China

Environmentally Sustainable Projects:

	· Al Ain City Municipality, UAE

	· Albuquerque, USA

	· Amman, Jordan

	· City Government of Batangas, Philippines

	· Bilbao, Spain

	· Chrudim, Czech Republic

	· Dagupan City, Philippines

	· Dalongdong, Republic of China

	

	· Dubai, UAE

	· Greater Ankara Municipality, Turkey

	· Helsinki, Finland

	· Hue City, Vietnam

	· Iloilo City, Philippines

	· City of Johannesburg, South Africa

	· City of Joondalup, Australia

	· Kaohsiung City, Taiwan, Republic of China

	· Kladno, Czech Republic

	· City of Kuching North, Sarawak

	· Las Pinas City, Philippines

	· Logan City, Australia

	

	· Maputo, Mozambique

	· Nansha District, Guangzhou, PR China

	· Nansha District, Guangzhou

	· Nieuwpoort, Belgium

	· Nilufer Municipality, Turkey

	· North Charleston, USA

	· Port Philip, Australia

	· Sangju-si, Korea

	· Seogwipo City, Korea

	· Serpentine Jarrahdale Shire, Australia

	· Siena Province, Italy

	· Sun Rivers Golf Resort Community, Canada

	· Mesto Tabor, Czech Republic

	· Vorniceni Village, Moldova

	· Yueliangwan Community, Linyi, Shandong, Republic of China

	· Yilan, Taiwan, Republic of China


Bursary Award Projects:

	· Greater Ankara Municipality, Baskent, Turkey

	· Dagupan City, Philippines

	· Hue City, Vietnam

	· Iloilo City, Philippines

	· Las Pinas City, Philippines

	· City of Lviv, Ukraine

	· Nieuwpoort, Belgium

	· Nilufer Municipality, Turkey

	· Paranaque City, Philippines

	· Siena, Italy

	· Vorniceni, Moldova

	· Yilan, Taiwan, Republic of China

	· Yueliangwan Community, Linyi, PR China
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